
 

Helena High School Band 
Student Handbook 

 
 

The Helena High Band expects and accepts nothing less than your very best! 

 
Rehearsal Rules 

 Stay focused.  Refrain from doing anything that disrupts the rehearsal including talking, other 
work, leaving the rehearsal without permission, etc. 

 Hear the instructions the first time they are given. 

 No food, drinks, gum or candy at ANY rehearsal, inside or outside. 

 No cell phones, at rehearsals or performances. 

 ALWAYS bring the required rehearsals items which include, instrument, music/drill, and a pencil. 

 
Bandroom Rules 

 Bandroom lockers are for band instruments only.  Non band items should NOT be kept in your 
band locker. 

 No food, drinks, gum or candy in the bandroom unless given out by the band.  This includes 
before school, after school, and after hours. 

 The two restrooms in the hallway between the choir and bandroom are not for student use 
during or between classes. 

 

Attendance 
 Attendance to all rehearsals and performances is required.  If you don’t want to attend, don’t 

join the program.  Never take an absence from a rehearsal or performance lightly. 

 Be early.  You should arrive at all rehearsals, be in your spot with all the required items, and be 
properly warming up a minimum of five minutes before the rehearsal starts. 

 Unexcused absences and unexcused tardies WILL cause you to lose your performance status. 

 Any rehearsals you must miss should be approved in advance and made up within one week of 
the absence.  Illness and family emergency are considered excused absences. Weekend 
getaways, college football games, concerts, etc., are considered unexcused absences. 

 If practice time or performances are missed due to an injury, a doctor’s note is needed from the 
student’s physician stating that they are cleared and ready for participation with the team. 

 Work schedules must be set around band rehearsal time and all attempts should be made to 
schedule appointments of all types around the rehearsal schedule. 

 All absences must be made up minute for minute doing the same type activity that was missed.  
Absences that are not because of illness, will also have an additional make-up requirement 
and/or may include temporary non-performance status. Students are not allowed to perform 
until make-up time is completed. 

 

Behavior Expectations 
 Students participating in the Helena High School Band program are expected to behave at a 

higher standard than other students in school. 

  



 Excessive discipline issues or other concerns that are considered “conduct unbecoming a 
member of the band” will cause a student to be put on non-performance status and/or removed 
from the program.  “Conduct Unbecoming” includes unnecessary or derogatory statements 
made about the band, band members or band staff on any type of social media or engaging in 
any type of social media interaction that is hurtful or detrimental to students in our program or 
at Helena High School. 

 Band students are expected to remain drug and alcohol free and must follow the Shelby County 
Substance Abuse policy.  The band staff also reserves the right to remove any student from the 
band program if the person is caught, on or off campus, using or possessing illegal drugs or 
alcohol.  This will be dealt with very severely through the school administration in an effort to 
protect the other students in the program.  The band maintains a “no tolerance policy” for 
student use of drugs and/or alcohol. 

 

Care of Equipment/Room 
 Never play an instrument that is not yours. 

 School owned instruments should never be placed on the ground or floor without a towel or 
blanket underneath them. 

 Please put all school items that are not band related in your locker.  Band lockers are for band 
items ONLY, and must stay locked at all times. 

 Music stands are for music only. 

 Follow all guidelines for care and maintenance of your specific instrument. 

 Deliberate misuse or abuse of instruments or equipment will not be tolerated. 

 
Uniforms 

 When wearing ANY HHS Band uniform, the rule is “all or none.”  It is never permissible to wear 
only some of the uniform.  If you don’t wear the entire uniform, then don’t wear any of it at all. 

 Only the person assigned to a particular uniform should wear it. Never let others wear your 
uniform, especially those not in the program. 

 HHS Band uniforms (all types) should only be worn for band events.  They should never be used 
for dress up days, class projects, etc. 

 The correct items to wear with your uniform include, white t-shirt, shorts, black dress socks (no 
sport socks at all), and the correct band shoes.  Visual Ensemble members must follow the 
specific requirements of your team. 

 No glitter, face paint, or other alterations to the HHS Band uniform as described above. 

 Hair should be neat.  All long hair, boys and girls, must be pulled back in a way that it will fit 
under your hat when the hat is on, but still look neat when the hat is off. Braiding or pony tails 
are highly recommended if the hair is long enough. 

 Hairstyles and unnatural colors that draw negative attention to a member are not allowed.  
Please refer to school system dress code policy. 

 No fingernail polish unless it is clear. 

 No jewelry except rings and stud earrings.  This includes watches and bracelets of all types.  No 
earrings of any type on males when in uniform. 

 
Chair Placements 

 Chair placements will be done at the beginning of each year.  Students will remain in those chairs 
for the entire first semester. 



 Chairs will be reassigned at the beginning of the 2nd semester combining scores from a 
placement audition in December and points earned throughout the first semester.  Students will 
remain in these chairs for the entire 2nd semester. 

 Students may lose their chair placement and/or even their part assignment if they do not 
complete pass-offs, if they regularly disrupt rehearsal or if they regularly come to class 
unprepared in any way. 

 
Grading 

 Most performance grades will be done via video recording. 

 Students must successfully complete all assigned pass-offs or grading activities not only for a 
grade in class, but as part of their chair auditions for the semester and next year. 

 Daily participation grades will be given each day to students who come to class prepared and 
participate as instructed.  In the visual ensemble class, being dressed out daily with the correct 
clothing and shoes is part of the daily participation grade. 

 
Honor Bands 

 Students must be current on all class pass-offs and band fees to be eligible for a nomination for 
any honor band. 

 Students should only apply for two honor bands that require school to be missed, not including 
all-state and/or Shelby County Honor Band. 

 Students who have band discipline issues or who have to be reminded of band rules will not be 
considered for nominations. 

 
Marching Band Section Leader Eligibility/Tryouts 

 Students who wish to be considered for marching band section leader must try out for either 
Shelby County Honor Band or All-State. 

 4.0 average in band for the year up until time of tryouts. 

 3.0 overall school average for the year up until the time of tryouts. 

 Participation in either solo-and-ensemble, OR two honor bands, OR a summer leadership camp 
during the previous summer. 

 No band or school discipline issues. 

 Minimum of one year of participation in marching band at HHS on the instrument you wish to be 
section leader on. 

 
Drum Major Eligibility/Tryouts 

 Same requirements as section leader, PLUS 

 Two examples of leadership positions, OR leadership/drum major camp experience, OR previous 
section leader, OR 15 hours of conducting training. 

 Minimum of two years as a marching musician at HHS. 

 
Concert Group Placements 
There will be two concert bands grouped by age and ability combined with interest. 
 
Symphonic Band: 

 Will include all freshmen band members.  (Any freshmen who makes all-state at the middle 
school level may choose to do an audition to go into the Wind Ensemble.) 



 Will do pass-offs of basic fundamentals as well as concert and marching music. 

 All students at the high school will do a placement audition. 
 
Wind Ensemble 

 Intended for those students who are more serious about their musicianship and who desire to 
spend more time on their instruments. 

 Must have a 4.0 average in band. 

 Must have completed all pass-offs. 

 Will do a placement audition 
 

Marching Contest Etiquette 
 All band members will stand for the presentation of Helena’s ratings, but not for the 

presentation of best in class awards. 

 Students who will go to the field to received awards include: 
o Visual Ensemble—Captains for each team will get awards for their respective teams. 
o Drum Majors—Represent themselves and will get their awards.  They will also go along 

with the band president(s) to get any Best-In-Class or Overall Band Trophies. 
o Percussion--Percussion Section Leader gets all Percussion Awards. 
o Band—Band President and Vice President will represent the band.  They will get all band 

awards and any Best-In-Class awards or Overall Band Awards. 
o A section leader not going to the field will be chosen by the band council to call the band 

to attention in the stands for the awards. 
 

Officer Elections 
 Students interested in a band office must apply for the office. 

 Students who are not applying for an office are encouraged to give input on the students they 
feel are most qualified for the various leadership positions, however, the selection of officers is 
not done by popular vote. 

 To be eligible for a band council position, a student must have one year’s experience in the band, 
must have shown evidence of going above and beyond (honor band participation, extra practice, 
service to the band, etc.), and must have a good discipline record. 

 Helena High School Band Council offices include:  President, Vice President, one Activities 
Committee Chairmen, two activities committee assistants, section leaders/captains for each 
section and drum majors. 

 
Football Game Etiquette 
Every game is important and should be treated almost as if you were in competition with the opposing 

band.  For some people, the only time they will see the band is at a football game performance, and you 

want them leaving thinking how incredible you are. 

--Welcoming Committee 

 Section leaders, drum majors and visual ensemble captains/co-captains are the ones who go over 
to visit the opposing band for welcoming committee. 

 At no point should anyone other than these officers come out of the stands for welcoming 
committee.  Officers may NOT defer their welcoming committee option to anyone else in the 
band. 

--In The Stands 



 In the stands, band members are expected to support the team, with a high level of 
professionalism. 

 If you are cheering, stand and do so with lots of spirit.  When you are not cheering, remain 
seated. 

 The use of profanity or derogatory comments is not allowed, neither is ANY action that draws 
negative attention to the band. 

 Always remained focused on the game AND the instructions coming from the drum majors and 
band director.  Remain ready to play at all times. 

 No swapping instruments and play only the correct parts for all music. 

 No one other than band personnel is allowed in the band block. 

 Students should plan on using the restroom BEFORE entering the stadium and after the game.  
Students will not need to plan on going to and from the restroom during the game. 

 No food or drinks in the stands other than that which is provided for you by the band. 

 Absolutely no cell phones in uniform. 

 All items used for cold weather (hats, blankets, etc.) should be official HHS Band items or items 
approved by the director. 

 
Music/Choreography Pass-Offs 

 Section leaders and visual ensemble captains will pass off all of their music/choreography to the 
drum majors and/or sponsors. 

 Each section member is expected to pass off his/her music/choreography to his section leader no 
later than the first performance. 

 Students will be asked to perform individually or in small groups for the band during marching 
and indoor rehearsals to provide incentive for passing off the required material. 

 Concert music is also expected to be passed off to section leaders with all the appropriate 
musical styles and accuracy at least one week before it is to be played at any concert. 

 Pass-off of marching music/choreography will be taken into account when determining 
alternates during marching season. 

 
Bus Sign-up 

 Bus sign-up and loading is done by seniority starting with the senior class and then going through 
the juniors, sophomores, and freshman.  This holds true for all trips. 

 Upperclassmen may not sign up an underclassmen or reserve seats on any bus or bus list.  It is 
considered common courtesy not to sign up next to someone with an empty seat until you check 
to see if someone else has requested that seat. 

 
School Instrument Use and Rental 

 All school instruments are checked out and rented to students in good playing condition. 

 Once an instrument is checked out, the student is responsible for all maintenance and repairs 
that need to be made on that instrument. 

 The cost for instrument rental is $50.00 per semester. 

 Instruments should be returned in the same condition they were checked out in. 

 All school owned instruments must be properly stored in band lockers and must always be 
transported in the case. 

 Students will not be issued school instruments until the instrument rental fee is paid and the 
instrument rental agreement is signed. 



 
Instrument Supplies Needed 
Students are expected to come to class or rehearsal prepared with music, instrument and all supplies 
needed.  
--Brass Instrument Supplies 

 Proper mouthpiece. 

 Slide grease, valve oil (or slide cream and water bottle for trombones), cleaning cloth. 

 Other recommended supplies include a cleaning snake, mouthpiece brush, straight mute and cup 
mute. 

 Method book for supplemental practice material. 
--Woodwind Instrument Supplies 

 Good mouthpiece and ligature for that instrument. 

 Key oil, bore oil and cork grease (where applicable), cleaning cloth and swab. 

 Reed instruments should have a minimum of four good reeds at all times and a reed guard for 
reed storage. 

 Neck straps for all saxophones, tuning rods for flutes. 

 Other recommended supplies include small screw driver(s), reed knife.  
--Percussion Instrument Supplies 

 Mallet bag with concert snare sticks, medium timpani mallets, yarn marimba mallets, and hard 
mallets suitable for xylophone or bells. 

 Drum key 

 Other recommended supplies include a larger variety of timpani and marimba mallets, pitch 
pipe, good practice pad. 

 
--All students should consider having a small tuner and a small metronome for use while practice at 
home and in class. 

 


